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' By FELICIA GAYLE 
Times Staff Writer 

GRIFFITH - Hazardous liquid 
waste has been prevented from 
leaking from a drum burial site In 
Griffith, according to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

American Chemical Services sur­
rou:ldr.d the Colfax Street burial site 
with clay, according to John 

·.McGuire, administrator of the EPA's 
Midwest Region. About 2,000 drums 
are buried at the site. 

Tile clay was scraped from the 
adjoining Griffith landfill. J\icGuirc 
sairl. "Thr. exposed ciay around ti1e 
site will be monitored perlodil~<Jlly to 
drt0rnline there is no leaci.inr or 
~:K•; her thrcLJI or <Ill oil or h;,zarclou~ 
\'.':'~;tp rli:~elwrge from the site that 
C')!I'(J drain toward the <town's) 
lall(lfiil."' hc said. 

LJ!--1 Augu~t. EPA a~ked tlw firm 
to· ~I of! the leakillG. Cieanup pro­
r,:·c~:.;cd according to a program out­
llt•l'ti iJy the EPA. 
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Water -Act, the EPA convinced the 
firm to patch an area of the burial 
sile with clay. The two~ to three-foot 
patch was completed by a Nov. 1 
deadline. · · , 

EPA suggested the clay patch to 
prevent poll uti on from getting Into 
Turkey Creek, according to EPA 
inspector Ralph Coons. 

The 2,000 drums buried next to the 
Griffith landfiiJ were pl<Jccd there 
about 1!'> yc~rs ago, before strict laws . 
were imposed on disposal of haz- . 
ardous w;1sic, Coons fiai<L He !-;aid he 
dOC'!'n'i l\1H1W what Is in the drums. 

Oil lcal\ing from llie site conl<~in(!d 
phenol. .1 ~' uhsl <~nee the El' A h<~s 
dc~i,H·f; n': IJ,"!z:lrrlou~. 

('nc,;,:: :·:.!rl ,;,q,w:: T;:q.Jo <•i ,\nHYi­
c.>n (:,, .. ·:,lil';;l ~·:"t'l'i\'C':~ Silid llJe 
drumc: ·:·c·;·.:· pu;;•.'li<·.-.(1 hdt~n~ tl1ry 
\\'('l'r~ Li::·k~i. 1\1 jll'l'\'!'11( (ICl'IJIJIIIL• 

lion 'Ji. ·::;;:II'. 
'i'llt: iil;;·i;·i !'ilc \'.'•m'l 11;;\'f' i'·' n" ·1 

EP,\ J;,l~::;;·!lnll:; w;Jslt• ~il inr~ crite:-i:1 
hcc:P.:.<· (;J(· c:;·li:J;:; 1·.-c;·~ hl:r:··· .. : 
!Jcfi•i (' Ln' cril~·rid \'.'Nt' de\'elupcd. 
Ccon:.::;,tir.l. 

1:'~~.'. c::r.:l~ce;·:; inspected tile silc 
in l\iay <mti i\ugusl. 
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